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About the Cover

Without someone to assist him, the Ethiopian eunuch could not clearly envision the figure
God’s Word painted in Isaiah. But the Holy Spirit used Philip to lead him to Jesus, in whom
the full picture of the Scriptures comes together. Christ's generous love and sacrifice is for
the sake of the whole world as He delivers forgiveness of sins through Word and
Sacrament.



About Today’s Lessons
Jesus Christ Is the True Vine Who Bears Much Fruit in Us

“God is love,” and He has manifested Himself to us by sending “his only Son into
the world, so that we might live through him” (1 John 4:9, 16). By the ministry
of the Gospel, “he has given us of his Spirit,” so that we also believe and confess
“that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh.” In this way, we “abide in him and he in
us,” and we “love one another” (1 John 4:2, 7, 13). Such divine love is
exemplified in Philip’s preaching of “the good news about Jesus” to the
Ethiopian eunuch. And when “they came to some water,” the eunuch was
baptized into the very Gospel that Philip had preached (Acts 8:35-38). That
Ethiopian was thereby grafted into “the true vine,” Jesus Christ (John 15:1), just
as we are. Already we are clean because of the Word that Christ has spoken to
us and by the washing of water with His Word. We now abide in Him by faith in
His forgiveness. As He abides in us, both body and soul, with His own body and

His blood, He “bears much fruit” in us (John 15:3-5).

Holy Communion Statement

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this altar in the confession and glad
confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and
wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins
and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to
His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal
to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His
death until He comes.

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do
so to their great harm, and because Holy Communion is a confession of the
faith, which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, who are in
doubt or hold a confession differing from that of this congregation, and the
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the sacrament, are
asked to speak with the pastor.



Opening Hymn

Christ, the Word of God Incarnate LSB 540
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1 Christ, the Word of God in - car - nate, Lord and Son of
2 Christ, the liv - ing bread from heav - en, Food for bod -y,
3 Christ, the shoot that springs tri - um - phant From the stump of
4 Christ, our good and faith - ful ~ shep - herd, Watch-ing all Your
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A - bra-ham; Christ, the ra-diance of  the Fa - ther,
food for soul, Christ, the man - na dai - ly giv - en,
Jes - se’s tree; Christ, true vine, You  nur - ture branch - es
lambs and sheep; Christ, the gate that guards the sheep - fold,
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Per - fect God, the great I  AMm; Christ, the light, You
Nour - ish, strength-en, make us whole. Feed wus with the
To bear fruit a - bun-dant - ly. Graft us in - to
Nev - er - fail - ing vig - il keep. When we stray, Good
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shine un - van-quished, Light and life You bring to  all; Light our
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You, O

heav - en,
Sav - ior;

Fore -taste of the feast to

Prune our hearts so

be; Quench our

we re - main Fruit - ful

Shep-herd, seek us, Find us, lift us, bear us home; Lamb of
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path with Your own

thirst with liv - ing
branch-es in  Your
God, our shep - herd,

pres - ence,
wa - ter
vine - yard

keep us;

Grant us grace to heed Your call.

Spring-ing up
e - ter - nal life we gain.
hear Your voice a - lone.

Till
Let

us

e - ter-nal - ly.



5 Christ, the way that leads unfailing
To the Father’'s home on high,
Christ, the truth that frees the captive,
Christ, the life that cannot die.
Mediator to the Father,
Sacrifice and great High Priest:
Lead us to Your heav'nly mansions,
There to share Your wedding feast.

6 Christ, the Alpha and Omega,
Christ, the firstborn from the dead,
Christ, the life and resurrection,
Christ, the Church’s glorious head:
Praise and thanks and adoration
And unending worship be
To the Father and the Spirit
And to You eternally.

Tune: Columbian Harm[)ny, 1825, Cincinnati

Tune: Public domain
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

In the name of the Father and of the I~ Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could
stand?

But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are
feared.

Since we are gathered to hear God’'s Word, call upon
Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and
blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this
altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess
before God and one another that we have sinned in
thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free
ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His
people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God,
our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.



Silence for reflection on God'’s Word and for self-examination.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our
sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

P] Almighty God, in His mercy has given His Son to die
for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As
a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the I« Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

Amen.

THE LORD 1S
GRACIOUS

SLOW nMEER

AND ABOUNDING I\

Psalm 145:8



SERVICE OF THE WORD

Introit Psalm 145:1-2, 8, 10, 21, antiphon: John 16:16

A little while, and you will see me no longer;
and again a little while, and you will see me.
| will extol you, my God and King,
and bless your name forever and ever.
Every day | will bless you
and praise your name forever and ever.
The Lorb is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
All your works shall give thanks to you, O LoRrRbD,
and all your saints shall bless you!
My mouth will speak the praise of the Lorb,
and let all flesh bless his holy name forever and
ever.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
A little while, and you will see me no longer;
and again a little while, and you will see me.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy;
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Lord, have mer - cy.

Gloria in Excelsis
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@1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;
3 For You a-lone are ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
O Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.
For - ev -er and for- ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,

You with the Ho - ly Spir -it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo - ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.



Salutation and Collect of the Day

P] The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

[P) Let us pray.
O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of

one will. Grant that we may love what You have
commanded and desire what You promise, that among
the many changes of this world our hearts may be
fixed where true joys are found; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

First Reading Acts 8:26-40

“®An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go
toward the south to the road that goes down from
Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. *’And he rose
and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court
official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in
charge of all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to
worship “®and was returning, seated in his chariot, and he
was reading the prophet Isaiah. “°And the Spirit said to
Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” **So Philip ran to
him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked,
“Do you understand what you are reading?” *'And he said,




"“How can |, unless someone guides me?” And he invited
Philip to come up and sit with him. **Now the passage of
the Scripture that he was reading was this:

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter
and like a lamb before its shearer is silent,
so he opens not his mouth.
*In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.”

**And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, | ask
you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about
someone else?” *Then Philip opened his mouth, and
beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news
about Jesus. **And as they were going along the road they
came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is
water! What prevents me from being baptized?” **And he
commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down
into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized
him. *?And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit
of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him
no more, and went on his way rejoicing. “°But Philip found
himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he preached
the gospel to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.

P] This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Gradual adapt. from Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6

Christ has risen from the dead.
[God the Father] has crowned him with glory
and honor.
He has given him dominion over the works of his
hands;
he has put all things under his feet.

Epistle 1John 4:1-11

'Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the
spirits to see whether they are from God, for many false
prophets have gone out into the world. By this you know
the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus
Christ has come in the flesh is from God, *and every spirit
that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the
spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming and
now is in the world already. “Little children, you are from
God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is
greater than he who is in the world. >They are from the
world; therefore they speak from the world, and the world
listens to them. °We are from God. Whoever knows God
listens to us; whoever is not from God does not listen to
us. By this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of
error.



"Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God,
and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God.
*Anyone who does not love does not know God, because
God is love. °In this the love of God was made manifest
among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so
that we might live through him. "°In this is love, not that
we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son
to be the propitiation for our sins. ''Beloved, if God so
loved us, we also ought to love one another.

P} This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse
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Holy Gospel John 15:1-8

P] The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth
chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

"Jesus said:] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the
vinedresser. “Every branch of mine that does not bear fruit
he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he
prunes, that it may bear more fruit. >Already you are clean
because of the word that | have spoken to you. “Abide in
me, and | in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself,
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you
abide in me.’l am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever
abides in me and | in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for
apart from me you can do nothing. °If anyone does not
abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers;
and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and
burned. ’If you abide in me, and my words abide in you,
ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. ®By this
my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so
prove to be my disciples.”

[P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living
and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life -I- everlasting. Amen.



Hymn of the Day

Fruitful Trees, the Spirit’'s Sowing LSB 691
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1 Fruit - ful trees, the Spir - it’s sow-ing, May we 1ip - en
2 Lad - en branch-es free - ly bear-ing Gifts the Giv - er
3 Root - ed deep in Christ our Mas-ter, Christ our pat - tern
4 Pruit - ful trees, the Spir - it’s tend-ing, May  we grow till
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and in - crease, Fruit to life e - ter - nal grow-ing,
loves to  bless; Here is fruit that grows by shar-ing,
and our  goal, Teach wus, as the years fly fast - er
har - vests  cease; Till we taste, in life  un-end - ing,
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Rich in love  and joy and peace.

Pa - tience, kind - ness, gen - tle - ness.
Good - ness, faith, and self - con - trol.
Heav - en’s love and joy and peace.

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926
Tune: Ralph C. Schultz, 1932

Text: © 1984 H prIth Us db y permission

Tune: © 1980 C

ordia Publishing House. Used by

: LSB Hymn License no. 110004235
permission: LSB Hymn Licel

. 110004235



Sermon

Offering

Prayer of the Church

[P)

[P)

In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For the Church on earth, that she would be protected
from all false teaching and the spirit of the Antichrist,
and so always confess Christ come in the flesh,
remaining faithful to Him, our only true God, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For God's people, that as branches of the vine, all sin
and dead works would be pruned and cut off from
them; and that drawing life from the Son, they would
continually produce the fruits of faith and good works,
let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.



For all those in need of Baptism, that nothing would
prevent them from being welcomed into God’s
kingdom and given everlasting life, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For our president and all in authority, that they may
serve honorably and in accord with God'’s good order,
let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For all who bear the cross in suffering and affliction,
that they would ever look to the Lord and so fix their
hearts where true joy is found, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For all who come to God's feast of love, that they may
worthily eat of Christ's body and blood, abiding in this
love of God and God in them, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

Heavenly Father, You are gracious and merciful, slow
to anger and abounding in steadfast love. Hear and
answer our prayers for the sake of Jesus Christ, and
Your saints shall bless You; for You live and reign with
the Holy Spirit, ever one God, now and forever.

Amen.



SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

Preface
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all
times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy
Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless
blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation.
Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love
shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son,
Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin,
giving Him into death that we might not die eternally.
Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and
reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will
overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:



Sanctus
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Tru-ly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

Matthew 21:9



Prayer of Thanksgiving

P) Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation,
for You have had mercy on us and given Your only-
begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have eternal life.

For Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed. By
His death, He has redeemed us from bondage to sin
and death, and by His resurrection, He has delivered
us into new life in Him.

Grant us to keep the Feast in sincerity and truth,
faithfully eating His body given into death and
drinking His life's blood poured out for our salvation
until we pass through death to the promised land of
life eternal.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught
us:



Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy
name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

P] Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was
betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks,
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take,
eat; this is My *I« body, which is given for you. This do
in remembrance of Me."

In the same way also He took the cup after supper,
and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them,
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for
the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me.”



Pax Domini

[P] The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.
Agnus Dei
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10 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
20 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
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You take the sin of the world a way;
You take the sin of the world a way;
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O Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
Have mer - cy on us, Je sus Christ,
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, Q) Lord, we  pray.



Distribution Hymn

You Satisfy the Hungry Heart LSB 641
Refrain
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Come give to us, O sav-ing Lord, = The bread of life to eat.
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1 As when the shep - herd calls his sheep, They know and
2 With joy - ful lips we sing to You Our praise and
3 1Is not the cup we bless and share The blood of
4 The mys-try of Your pres-ence, Lord, No mor - tal
5 You give Your - self to wus, O Lord; Then self - less
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heed  his voice; So when You call Your
grat - 1 - tude That You should count us
Christ out - poured? Do not one cup, one
tongue can tell: Whom all the world can -
let us be, To serve each oth - er
A — Refrain
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fam - ’ly, Lord, We fol - low and re - joice.
wor - thy, Lord, To share this heav’n-ly  food.
loaf, de - clare  Our one - ness in the Lord?
not con - tain Comes in our hearts to dwell.
in  Your name In truth and char - 1 - ty

Text: Omer E. Westendorf, 1916-97
Tune: Robert E. Kreutz, 1922-96

Text and tune: © 1977 Archdiocese of Philadelphia, admin. International Liturgy Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004235



Distribution Hymn

Chief of Sinners Though | Be LSB 611
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1 Chief of sin - ners though I be, Je - sus shed His
2 Oh, the height of Je - sus’ love, High - er than the
30n -1y Je-sus can im-pat Balm to heal the
4 Chief of sin - ners though 1 be, Christ s all in
50 my Sav - ior, help af-ford By  Your Spir - it
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blood for me, Died that I might live on high,
heav’ns a - bove, Deep - er than the depths of  sea,
wound-ed heart, Peace that flows from sin  for - giv'n,
all to me;, All my wants to Him are known,
and  Your Word! When my way - ward heart would stray,
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Lives that I might nev - er die, As the branch s
Last-ing as e - ter - ni - ty! Love that found me—
Joy that lifts the soul to heav’n,  Faith and hope to
All  my sor-rows are His own. He  sus - tains the
Keep me in the nar - row way; Grace i time of
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to the  vine, I am His, and He 1S mine.

won - drous thought! Found me when I  sought Him not.
walk with God In the way that E - noch trod.
hid - den life Safe with Him from earth - ly strife.
need sup - ply While T live and when I die.

xt: William McComb, 1793-1873, alt.
ne: Richard Redhead, 1820-1901
tune: Public domain



Distribution Hymn

O Blessed Spring LSB 595
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10 bless-ed spring, where Word and sign Em - brace us
2 Through sum-mer heat of youth-ful years,  Un - cer - tain

3 When  au-tumn cools and youth is cold, When limbs their
4 As win - ter comes, as  Wwin - ters must, We Dbreathe our
5 Christ, ho -1y Vine, Christ, liv - ing Tree, Be praised for
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in - to Christ the Vine:  Here Christ en - joins  each one to
faith, re - bel - lious tears, Sus - tained by Christ’s  in - fus - ing
heav - y har-vest hold,  Then through us, warm, the Christ will
last, re - turn to  dust; Stll  held in Christ, our souls take
this  blest mys-ter - y: That Word and wa - ter thus re -
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be A branch of this life - giv - ing  Tree.
rain, The boughs will shout for joy a - gain.
move With gifts of beau - ty, wis - dom, love.
wing And trust the prom - ise of the spring.
vive And join us to Your Tree of  Life.

xt: Susan Palo Cherwien, 1953
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Distribution Hymn

Abide, O Dearest Jesus LSB 919
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1 A-bide, O dear-est Je - sus, A - mong us with Your grace
2 A-bide, O dear Re-deem - er, A - mong us with Your Word,
3 A - bide with heav’'n-ly bright - ness A - mong us, pre-cious Light;
4 A - bide with rich - est bless - ings A - mong us, boun-teous Lord;
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That Sa - tan may not harm us Nor we to sin give place.
And thus now and here - af - ter True peace and joy af - ford.
Your truth di-rect and keep us From er - ror’s gloom -y  night.
Let us 1in graccand wis-dom Grow dai - ly through Your Word.

5 Abide with Your protection
Among us, Lord, our strength,

Lest world and Satan fell us

And overcome at length.

6 Abide, O faithful Savior,
Among us with Your love;
Grant steadfastness and help us
To reach our home above.

t: a Stegmann, 88 1632; August Crull, 1845-1923, alt.
Tune: Melchlor Vulpius, 570- 6
Text and tune: Public do m |n



Nunc Dimittis
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peo - ple, Your cho - sen Is - ra el.
sound - ing Through all e - ter - ni ty.



Post-Communion Collect

[P) Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus

P Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction

P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious
to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and *I- give
you peace.

Amen.



Closing Hymn

We Praise You and Acknow
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ledge You, O God
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1 We praise You and ac-knowl-edge You, O God, to be the Lord,
2 The band of the a - pos tles in glo - ry sing Your praise;
3 You, Christ, are King of glo ry, the ev - er-last - ing Son,
4 You it in splen-did glo ry, en-throned at God’s right hand,
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The Fa-ther ev - er-last - ing, by all the earth a - dored.
The fel - low - ship of proph -ets their death-less voic - es raise.
Yet You, with bound-less love, sought to res - cue ev - ‘ry - one:
Up - hold - ing earth and heav - en by forc-es You com-mand.
f) |
% I")D | il )
Q) NI & _‘\J - J & N @° \J
To You all an-gel pow-ers cry a- loud, the heav-ens sing,
The mar - tyrs of Your king-dom, a great and no - ble throng,
You laid a - side Your glo - ry, were born of vir-gin’s womb,
We know that You will come as our Judge that fi - nal day,
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The cher - u-bim and ser - a- phim their prais - es to You bring:
Sing with the ho - ly Church through-out all the world this song:
Were cru - ci-fied for wus and were placed in - to a tomb;
So  help Your ser-vants You have re-deemed by blood, we pray;
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“O ho - ly, ho-1ly, ho - ly Lord God of Sab-a - oth;
“O all - ma - jes-tic Fa - ther, Your true and on-1ly Son,
Then by Your res-ur - rec - tion You won for us re-prieve—
May we with saints be num-bered where prais-es nev-er end,
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Your maj - es - ty and glo-ry fill the heav-ens and the earth!”
And Ho - ly Spir-it, Com-fort-er— for - ev - er Three in One!”
You o -pened heav-en’s king - dom to all who would be - lieve.
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